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Welcome to issue 6 of TNSrecords fanzine. 

! This time the fanzine is dedicated to the release of our brand new 37 track 
compilation double cd: Mainstream Music is Shit. This is vol. 2 of our compilation 
series and also the 7î" official TNS release, which is very exciting. 

Myself and Sam have caught up with quite a few of the bands featured on the 
CD, so rather than our usual longer interviews, we've got several shorter ones 
instead. 


we'd like to think that this cd showcases what TNS is all about; independently 
! minded bands, who work their arses off and support their fellow bands, because 
it's about the music and community. | feel we've put a cd together with a wide 
spread of underground sounds by bands who play it because they mean it and 
believe in their music. For me, this is what music is about, and we hope you agree. 
They also all rock like bastards! 
These are the bands who need your help most so if you like the sound of them, 
= check them out and buy their stuff, | guarantee that they (like we as a label do) 
will appreciate your interest and custom so much. 
So yeah, please check the compilation out. It's just £6 from the webstore at 
www.tnsrecords.co.uk and for a limited period we'll be giving away a free CD with 
every single purchase. We are sooo good to you! 
| With 37 bands, even if you don't like them all I'm sure you will discover some who 
will make you very happy! 


l In other exciting TNS related news, we helped out with the Strummercamp festival 

! in May and it was a huge success. The likes of the Damned and Billy Bragg 

> headlined, but some of the smaller bands such as Harijan, Roughneck Riot and the 
Shadowcops were equally as awesome. 

' lam very pleased fo announce that the second stage at next years festival will be 
l the TNS stage. More news is to follow, but you can get info at 

\ www.strummercamp.co.Uk for now. 


Thanks for reading, thanks for your support and get in touch if you wanna get 
involved! 


Andy 


Email the fanzine: thatsnotskanking@hotmail.com 

Email the label: insrecordsuk@hotmail.co.uk 

A few people have asked about a postal address. | am moving very soon so when 
that has happened | will supply it, but in the meantime email me if you want to 
send anything please. 


This issue was put together by: Sam Cryer, Matt Woods, David Adair, Emily Johnson, 
Will Garland and myself. | did the artwork too. 


You can buy TNS releases from th 
ese : 
Rockers/Piccadilly Records - Manchester, Avalanche - ae 
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» , Banquet - Kingston, Spillers - Cardiff, Punker B 

— Brighton, Selecta Disk - Nottingham, Guitar and Son - et 


Good Vibrations - Belfast 


On the net: tnsrecords.co.uk 
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rom these distros: Active Rebellion, Record Rebellion, Smegma 


Punk Shit, Mild Peril, ROIDH 


UT NOW ON TNSrecords 


TNS 006: Sounds of $wami - Halcyon Days ep 
6 tracks of technical, fast and melodic punk/hardeare for 


fans of Fugazi Propaghandi. (7^ vinyl) £4 

Pa “This is just good. Simple as Ihot” - Punktasfic 
Y "Halcyon Days has kuty blown me ewoy" - Mid Peri 
HALCYON "Look A! Me' might well be my favourite punk song 
DAYS x of the last $ years” - Moss Movement 
^ ' *Mighiby impressive 7 inch” - Scannerzine 
" SOUNDS OF SWAMI Sounds of Swami have excelled here" - Cyphermusic 

REVENGE TNS 005: Revenge of the Psycholronic Man - Make Pigs Smoke 


14 tracks of Bighfning fast, melodie punk for fans of Loke, Kid 
Dynamite and the Dead Kennedys (cd) £6 

"Worth breaking your best friend's legs for” 5/5 - Big Cheese 
“Seriously this Is really awesome" - Lights Go Out 
"This album is fantostic" - Mild Feri 
"Quite brilliant shut! indeed” - Running Fear 
* Awesomet.-You Can! Say No lo Hope 
“Ritts charge outta the speakers like a wounded bull? - Scanner 


TNS 004: The Shadowcops - A Big Pot of Hol 
12 tracks of punk rock n' roll with awesome riffs. For fans of the 
Wildhearts, Husker Du and fhe Replacement: (cd) £4 
"A spellbinding rock 'n' roll machine." - Sogarbuzz. USA 
“Buy it, learn the words, and then go see them live!” 
» A Short Fanzine About Rocking 
“A simply excellent albem” - Second City Magazine 
“impressive stuff - Lights Go Out 
"A big pol of rock more like!” - Sconnerzine 


TNS 003: Havijan/John Player Specials split ep 
6 tracks of reggoe/punk/ska from two of the North-Wests most 
exciting bonds. For fan: of Copdown. King Prown and the 
Specials (ed) £4 
Smoshin Bie release from TNSrecords” - Riot On Your Own 
"A killer mix of ska. reggae. punk, and metal.” 
- The Punk Rock Demonstration, USA 
“Both bands complement each olher really well 
an excellent spit” - Mild Perl 


TNS 002: Revenge of the Psychotronic Man vs. The Fractions 
7 track split ep featuring fast punk vs. melodic punk with horns. 
for fans of Zeke, the Lawrence Arm and Leatherface (cd) £4 
“This split hos been on repeat since | received it 
Highly recommended” - Last Hours 
" could see both these bonds on Household Name Records - 
and both being capable of holding its own.” - Sconnerzine 
"An excellent CD from two great bands” - Mild Perl 
“W's fucking oce" - Sho! in the Foot 


TNS 001: TNS vol! - Music By People Who Drink Cider in fhe 
Gutter (20 rocks of punk and ska) (ed) £4 Nearly SOLD OUT 
"Songs tor he drunken-punk masses” - Sugarbuzz, USA 
"A fantastic way to find your next favourite band” 
- Leeds Music 
“Definite must have for anyone into underground punk" ASFAR 
“A great napihot of the flourishing scene" - Burnout 
"A great compilation” - Mild Perl 


Visit tnsrecords.co.uk to buy these releases 
Check ot the deals section i! you want a few of them. We genuinely appreciate 
every single sale. Your support really means a lot to this label 

Coming soon: A brand new compilation. a Stand Out Riot/Sense of Urgency/A War 
Against! Sound split ep and a new full length album from The Kirkz 


RDS 
VOLUME 2 


OUT SEPT 
FEATURING 
37 TRACKS 

OF PUNK 

AND SKA 


Buy it from the webstore and get a FREE cd with your order! 


Featuring the following 37 tracks: 


CDI 


The Shadowcops - The Sleeper Awakes 
Sounds of Swami - Bandwagon Hi-Jack 
Revenge of the Psychotronic Man - Blackpool ROCK 
Rising Strike - Force of Habit, Habit of Force 
D'Corner Bois - Everything's a Mess 

The Kirkz - Brain Dead 

The Emos - Jason Bourne Ready 
Dangerfields - Gimme Gimme Rock n' Roll 
The Dead Reckoning - Heads Up 

The Hyperjax - Talkin' New York City 

The Great St Louis - Safe 

The Nova Fives - Love Letters 

Acid Drop - Polly Piper 

Just Add Monsters - Discontent 

Fair Do's - When It All Goes Wrong 

The Dangerous Aces - Lock In 

The Terrors - Disasters Only Get Worse? 
SmackRats - Dead Men Don' Act Like Cunts 
2 Sick Monkeys - Why? 


CD2 


Harijan - Portland Street 

Cartoon Violence - Kite 

Stand Out Riot - Spacesuit 

John Player Specials - the Wilsonator 

Jimmy the Squirrel - Seat Up High 

The Hostiles - Bad Day For Shorts 

The Hijacks - Greed and Fear 

The Fractions - Down and Out 

Sense of Urgency - Lowbrow 

A War Against Sound - The Premature Chokehold 
Kickback UK - Reality Check 

Faintest Idea - Why Don't Rich Kids Go War? 

The Autonomads - Supermarket Sweep 
Rasta4Eyes - Oscar and Arthur 

Just Panic - Killer Fairytales 

Los Salvadores - Empty Boxes 

Bootscraper - There Will Be Blood 

The Medicine Bow - This Side of Town (Train Song) 


Some Rants 
The ‘S’ Word 


I've always had issues with describing punk rock as a ‘scene’ anyway, because 
there is definitely some negativity attached to the word, but recently I've been 
surprised by how many people | have heard saying that the Manchester punk 
scene has become segregated and that bands have become attached to a 
particular 'sub-scene' within the Manchester music community. Surely one of the 
things that makes punk and ska so great is that people who are into those sorts of 
sounds (and indeed the ideas behind them) should work together as a community 
and help each other out whenever possible. | think it's a real shame if people think 
they can't go to certain nights or if bands think they can't play to different 
audiences. Surely punk should be welcoming to anyone who is interested in being 
involved and a bit of musical diversity is great. If the Manchester scene is 
becoming segregated it's detrimental for everyone involved so lets make sure it 
doesn't happen. 


| think one of the things that leads people to think the above is that there is so 
much going on in the city these days, that people tend to go to the same nights 
again and again rather than irying new things out. There is literally a gig every 
night at the moment, which | suppose has its pros and cons, because people can't 
go to everything. But that said, after growing Up in a small town myself | can 
honestly say that the fact we have so much to choose from and that we have 
such a range of diverse sounds coming from the city's bands and the nights being 
put on, is a fantastic thing and | for one feel lucky that we have such a prosperous 
music community. 


Finally, if you do put on a night or are involved with punk/ska/hardcore/etc/etc in 
any way please get in touch as we'll let people know what you do. It's always 
great to make links and we can put your flyers out at our gigs or post them out with 
our mail orders. 


What the fuck are Battle of the Bands all about? 

l've been meaning to rant about this for a while, but only just got round to it. What 
is the point of a music competition? When I go to a gig (or play a gig for that 
matter) | want every single band to be mint. | want to come away thinking I’ve | 
seen some great music. The last thing | want to do is to sit through bands hoping | 
they are shit so mine/my friends band can win a HMV voucher or something. | i 
cannot understand how anyone genuinely into music would want to put one of 

these things on. If you want a competition go to watch some sport, or if it must be H 
music related go and vote on Pop Idol or the Eurovision song contest. That is what 

a battle of the bands is really, a low budget version of that sort of mainstream shite. 

To be fair | know bands who have got to do some great things because of i 
competitions, such as quality gigs or studio time, but the way | see it, they shouldn't 
have to enter a competition to be noticed and it is a sad state of affairs that they 

do need to. If someone from the music industry likes a band, why not just help 

them rather then asking them to compete ina competition? 

(There is a simple answer to that; people from the music industry are money 

grabbing wankers) 

The thing about most battle of the bands is that they are nothing more than a 

glorified popularity contest to make a venue/promoter a bit of money. Nearly 

every one of these competitions results in the band who sells the most tickets 

winning the prize and even if it's not totally judged by ticket sales it's normally in i 
the criteria somewhere. Just because a band has a lot of friends, doesn't mean 
they are good. Also, the judges more often than not are influenced by Their own 
personal taste. How many people can honestly say a band from a particular genre 
is better than one from another? It's nearly always about opinion. Obviously some 
peoples opinions are more informed than others, but they are at the end of the 
day still opinions. 


Anyway, | needed to get that off my chest. If you are in à band and you want 
to enter competitions, that's your choice so | wish you well, but personally ! 
think music is much better without a competitive element and that a 
community where bands support each other is much more enjoyable.. 


TNS gigs 

If you've got in touch about playing our night and we haven't been able to 
help you out, we are sorry, but at the moment we are literally getting 10 - 15 
messages from bands asking to play a week. We try to get as much new 
music on as we can, but we obviously only have a limited amount of slots 
available. We generally put on one gig a month with five bands playing, so 
leave your details with us and be patient. If we like your band we will get in 
touch and help out when we can, but obviously with all the other stuff we 
have on TNS wise and our full fime jobs there is only so much we can do. Also, 
we are completely full for 2009 already. If your band is local, please come 
down and check the gigs out, we are sure you'd like some of the bands 
playing and you can pass on a demo/cd in person. 


The Big 30 

In May | reached the grand old age of 30. | remember doing a bit of a 
feature about my age when | hit 25 in the original version of That's Not 
Skanking fanzine so | thought I'd dig it out and see what | said. The biggest 
thing | noticed is how much | have actually changed in that time. In fact, 
looking back at that fanzine | cringed quite a lot (and I'm sure I'll do the same 
when | read this at 35). Everything | said was founded on genuine positive 
ideas and intentions and | agree with most of what | said in principle, but | was 
so much more headstrong and sure of myself. The gist of the feature was that 
| had grown up loads from my teen years, but had no intention of growing Up 
properly for a long time. The main thing | thought reading back was; why did | 
care so much? People who are younger than me take the piss about the fact 
I'm 30, but | genuinely don't care how old | am and | genuinely would hate 
being a teenager again too, that's for certain. I've done that and enjoyed it, 
but my priorities are different now. | don't actually give a shit about this 
number which is attached to me because it means very little. It also means 
nothing to me if the person | am chatting to is 60 or 16. Who cares? People 
are just people, regardless of how old they are. People in the UK are so 
obsessed with age. Why do we still talk about what school year people were 
in? Facebook certainly has a lot to answer for on that score. Why do we list 
things that should be done by a certain age (normally 30), YOU should just do 
what you want to do, life is not a tick list. 


| always felt like | hadn't really changed over time, because change is so 
gradual you don't notice, but | suppose if | am going to compare myself to 
the younger me, experience has taught me a lot. | hope | won't make some 
of the mistakes | made in the past again, but on the flipside | am also very 
aware that | will continue to make mistakes for the rest of my life. When you 
are a kid you think there is a point that will arrive at where you suddenly 
understand everything. Well that time is never going to come. We are always 
going to be kids at heart, with our worries, fears, insecurities, but also our goals 
and ambitions. In fact the main thing I've realised is that unlike the teenage 
me, who thought | knew it all, in reality, in the wider scheme of things, | really 
know very little. 


Looking at things in that way can make you feel very insignificant, and if you 
look at the wider picture we are all completely insignificant. There are so 
many people on this planet and our lifespan is so short that it’s easy to think 
that it matters very little what we say or do. | guess thinking in that way would 


have made the younger me feel nihilistic, but it actually has the opposite effect 
now, it makes me realise what's important to me and that | should hold that close 
and also that | should always iry to make the most of things. 

i've started to value time with friends and family more. | also think a bit more 
about my finances, my health and the well being of those around me than | have 
in the past, because | realise how important they are and | also want to enjoy the 
future as well as living for the now. 

I've also learnt a lot more about the world as whole and have become so much 
more ethical, | think about what | eat, what | buy and how it affects the world so 
much more. I've realised that so many people are wrapped up in their 
insignificance and don't think they can make a difference. And maybe they 
can't on their own, but if everyone thinks about improving their environment just a 
little and saving more resources, lots of people can make a huge difference. 
Every person in the worlds own life is as important to them as yours is to you. 


Anyway, back on topic! 


When | was a bit younger | was as bad as anyone for judging by age. | thought 

there was a point where the party was over, where | wouldn't go to clubs every 

week, and where | would be more settled. | now realise the reason | don’t go to 

clubs every week is not because | am 30, it's because | don't actually want to. 

There's nothing wrong with it and what you do should never be governed by age 

and to be honest it’s a nice change to be in Rock World on a Friday every now 

and again, but my priorities have changed. | don't think that's because of my 

age, l just think it's because of what | enjoy doing. | got engaged on my birthday, 
which is genuinely the best thing l' ve ever done. There is nothing | enjoy more than 
spending my time with Natalie, watching a good film, or making a nice meal, I just 
enjoy her company. It's the same with my friends. Whilst I'm not denying it is 

hilarious to jump around like a drunken idiot every now and then, these days 

more often than not prefer to sit in the pub chatting and actually being able to 

hear what they are saying. d 
I still go to lots and lots of gigs (and | always will do), but it's unusual for me to be i 
the one dancing at the front these days (my dodgy ankle isn't up to it). But again, 
| get so much more from watching and listening to the bands and appreciating 
their music in a different way (I know all this makes me sound so old). 

Going to punk gigs is one of the things that really makes me feel that age doesn't 
matter. The diverse age range at gigs is fantastic and it's another thing that makes i 
the punk scene so strong; that people don't judge you by a number. [ 


To conclude, anyone who actually cares about age should stop doing so, It 1 
means absolutely nothing, but we should also try our best to make the most of all 

the time we have. We are all going to get old at some point. I'm certainly not 
religious. | believe you get one chance at life and when you die, you die, so i 
therefore people should make the best of every situation throughout life, and that 
means doing what makes you happy. If people say yoU are too old to go out 

partying or too young to settle down, fuck em’ and do what you want, it's your life 
and as long as yoU consider those who are important to you, everyone wins. 


To be fair, | probably haven't grown up as much as | think | have anyway. | did 

spend last week on tour, looking for a sheep, so Matt could lick it and trying to buy 

a taxidermist giraffe so we could complete the Revenge of... tour challenges, 5o 

I'll probably always be a twat, just one with a few more grey hairs and a bigger 

gut. È 


And finally if you are reading this thinking that | sound old or that I'm trying to justify 
hitting the big 30, you are possibly right, but your time will come! 


Andy 


Bolton fast punk 


TNS) You released a new ep this year. How has the response to that been? 

' JAM) Yeah really positive, we've had some great reviews in zines. Everyone also 
loves the artwork, which we're pleased about - but we hope the music speaks 
tor itself, we'd like to think so. 


TNS) You are also the editor of Lights Go Out fanzine. How important are fanzines 
to punk culture and what were your inspirations for starting one? 

JAM) Personally | have always been into zines. | remember buying them years 
ago after a gig, some fellow sweat drenched, beer covered gig goer would 
come up and ask us to buy their zine, what the hell. It felt like the punk zines 
died from gigs a bit and a few years ago | started one up called 

FPM. Something I'd been promising myself to do for years. At this time | had 
access to a photocopier and could give the zine away for free, but things 
changed and after a while the zine ended. Fast forward 6 years and after 
reading some amazing zines, | realised | had to start one up again, so hence 
Lights Go Out was born. | feel zines will always have a place in the punk culture, 
they’re an honest read, written by people who love the scene and music. | like 
to think that zines are just as important in the scene as a band’s demo. Together 
they form an integral cog. I'd never read the NME who suck off the bands who 
gives them freebies and whose labels want them in the press. A zine is an 
individual work, it’s alll about personal opinions, spreading the word and making 
our scene stronger. 


Reading hardcore punk rock 


TNS) What do you have planned for the band over the next few months? Is there 
a tour in the pipeline? 

JAM) Just Add Monsters have just written our next E.P. which we'll be recording 
through July and August time. We're hoping to make this one 8 tracks and it'll 
include songs such as “Changes”, “We Will Not Be Silent" and "Humwl". In 
September we are parting ways with our guitarist James as he is back off to 
college, so after that we'll either recruit, I'll take guitar duties on, or we'll call it a 
doy. It's all very much in the balance right now, we just want to make the most 
of the time we have right now and not worry about what will happen after 
that... 


TNS) You released a brand new album earlier this year. Are you pleased 
with the results and how has the touring been since it's release? 
Boothy) We were pleased we finally managed to release something 
after 3 years of promising an EP! The album for us is the end of a chapter 
and we are concentrating on writing more songs with one of these new 
recordings on this compilation! The touring has been immense fun, it's 
allowed us to meet quality bands all over the UK and these bands have 
helped us push ourselves musically! 

TNS) You seem to be very eager to complete your tour challenges. What 
have you best achievements been during your tour challenge 
conquests? 

Cotty) Definitely lighting a cigarette in my ear and 'smoking it' while we were in 
Cardiff! | honestly thought the woman | bummed the cig off was going to punch me 
in the face. 

TNS) What inspires the Emos lyrically? 

Cotty) There's 2 things that inspires our lyrics. The first is anything we find funny, even if 
other people don't get our humour. There seem to be a lot of in jokes and pop culture 
in our lyrics but they make us laugh and that's all we really care about. The second 
subject is our general disdain to the whole 'punx scene and mentality. It's something 
we don't really buy into so has become something we've written a few songs about. 


TNS) What's the music scene like in sunny Stoke? &) => 
RS) Stoke's music scene is pretty good as a whole, in recent years the metal 

scene especially has thrived but unfortunately the punk and ska scene 

progressively slipped into obscurity from 2000-2009. After it's ten year hangover uni. 
ihe scene is back out of bed and scoffing down a bacon and cheese oatcake 

ready to skank once more. We started putting on shows at The Rigger in March "3 en 
2009 and The Huntsman in Burslem is now also putting on their own shows and 

ihe scene is looking strong again. With local acts such as Section 5, Sense of 

Urgency, Sweet Tooth, The River Card and Senseless fo name a few it should 

encourage the punks out of their homes and into the pub. = = 


TNS) You've been putting in lots of hard work recently to build it up. How pm eta 
important do you think it is that bands are actively involved in putting on and 

promoting gigs in their towns? 

RS) The political message at the heart of all proper punk rock has 
to be communicated through what bands do as much as what 
they say, if not more so. The DIY ethic isn't just some quirk of a 
‘subculture’, it is crucial to the punk sensibility. The home-grown 
promoter putting live music on for its own sake - irrespective of 
whether or not it's financially viable - is the very essence of punk 
rock: No middle-men, no need to impress the fuckwit that pulls all 
the strings, no reason to play other than for the joy of playing. 
Keeping things DIY ensure that the music is for ifs own sake. 


oxuis Busy - WOL/AIM 


TNS) Your ep has a political undertone. What motivates you lyrically 

and how important is the relationship between politics and music for you as a 
band? 

RS) Personally, the modern world makes me angry. Finding myself underneath a 
tidal wave of ignorance, consumerism, pass-tne-buck politics, and unnecessary, 
self-perpetuating violence fills me full of rage, and music is really the only outlet 
for it. Having a radical political consciousness is extremely important to me, so it's 
natural that it finds its way into the lyrics. Also, | think that music is either an 
expression - or A symptom - of the sad cage we've trapped ourselves in, or a way | 
to rattle the bars. As far as I'm concerned, our music and our politics are 
completely inseperable. 


TNS) You have quite a versatile sound, which is quite raw and punk, but with a bit 
of a ska edge. How would you describe your sound and who are your 4 
influences? 

RS) The band's influences are pretty diverse. Everything from indie, traditional and 
modern ska, 70's punk, grunge. metal, and more recent 
punk and hardcore. What motivates us most of all is that 
we enjoy pushing the boundaries of what we can play 
and are used to, without it descending into jazz played by 
the musically illiterate. 


TNS) What can we expect from you in the near future gig 
wise and when will you be following up your superb ep? 
RS) At present we are trying to get our name out there 
and play as many shows in as many towns and cities as | 
possible. We're constantly contacting promoters and 
bands, if we bug enough people someone will give us a 
show. Hopefully in the next few months we'll have a few 
more songs written and a few more shows under our belts 
and all being well we'll be back in the studio in 

December. 
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SmaakRats Punk rock from Wales 


TNS) You've just recorded a brand new ep. Tell us about it. What can people expect from it 
musically and lyrically? 

SMACKRATS) Well it’s actually our first propa 12 track album called "Born as Monkeys, Die as Rats”. 
its basically the best stuff we have put together over the past 6 years recorded properly. We had 
some of the songs recorded in the past in some dodgy studios or recorded songs ourselves at 
practice, either way we weren't happy with the end product so decided to do this album. Half | 
would say are old songs that we keep on playing and half are brand new. Musically you can 
expect a variety of stuff from some very fast hard riffs (Leftover Crack esq) into some melodic 
breakdowns and a bit of ska thrown in there. Some tracks like "Holidays in your Son" are slow and 
catchy bringing a bit of old school punk back but the majority is fast, loud and ear fuckingly good. 
Lyrically, well a lot of celeb bashing. Smila puts in some very funny lyrics that get you listening. " An 
Undead Harold Shipman is eyeing up my Nan"is just a preview of things. 


TNS) | love your stage antics. How important is it for you to put on a show regardless of the size of the 
crowd? Is it important for you to get the crowd involved? 

SMACKRATS) A lot of people say we just act like twats on stage to prove something or to stand out 
whereas we really don't try at all. We just do what comes naturally, if that means acting like a twat 
then that's what we'll do. Big gig, small gig or even practice we will act like twats! Smila doesn't go 
out to "perform" he just has a laugh and being passionate about what we do, we really don't care if 
people don't like it as long as were having fun then that's all that matters to us. Pointless doing this if 
you don't enjoy it. as for getting people involved, Smila likes to spark a reaction out of someone 
being good or bad. Obviously we would like it to be good and for them to come and watch us 
again but you do get the occasion where someone doesn't like it and wants to start a fight. Those 
cases are very fun to be involved in. Smila normally turns around and laughs at them or gives them 
a cuddle. They don't like to fight then when a half naked Smila is hugging them! 


TNS) You put on gigs yourselves. Do you think it's important that bands take responsibility for their 
local scenes by doing this? What are the pros and cons of promoting gigs yourselves? 

SMACKRATS) We have actually been putting on gigs for almost the same amount of time as being 
in the band. We have always done things for touring bands but normally we have had to put the 
gigs on 100s of miles away from where we live. It's a weird one cos for a few years Wrexham had no 
punk scene at all. We would put on gigs with some fantastic line-ups and get nothing for a crowd. 
We then put on gigs in Aberystwyth, Birmingham, Telford and Chester but as they are too far away 
we couldn't advertise as well as we had hoped. We have gone under many names putting gigs on 
but now under the new "Crack Village Rockers". We are putting more and more on. We have had a 
set back recently with a venue closing down meaning we have had a hard time finding 
somewhere to put the gigs on but it seems the crowds are coming back. We think its important for 
bands to put the gigs on but it shouldn't just be down to bands running it all the time. it would be 
nice to see some promoters who just set up gigs and not be directly involved in a band. People like 
Dave at "Fungalpunk", Laura at "Stomping Ground Promotions" or Splat in North Wales are 
becoming few and far between. There is sooo much to do nowadays for an unsigned band to get 
anywhere that after writing, recording, practicing, gigging, touring, getting in merch, designing 
logos and albums, sorting out travelling to gigs and the jobs you have the time off from, it is very 
limiting. To then to put gigs on after all that does take it out of you. Couldn't imagine the amount of 
work you guys at TNS have to go thru cos being in the SmackRats is like having a full time job in itself. 
ifi had it my own way then i would just run gigs and play in the band and fuck off the day job but 
ah money talks at the end of the day. I'm sure there are alot of bands out there in the same 
position. 


TNS) What happened to the Funky Hunky Chunk Monkeys? Are they friends of yours? 

SMACKRATS) Haha the Funky Hunky Chunk Monkeys, fuck me its been a while since someone asked 
us about that. Before the SmackRats we went under that name. Decided to change it cos no-one 
could fucking say it. We were the ‘funky chunk hunks' or the ‘funky monks hunkies'. And after 
explaining it a thousand times to people what we were actually called we decided to change. It 
came from some girl from Oz who randomly said to us "hey you guys should be called the Funky 
Hunky Chunk Monkeys", We were pretty pissed at the time and found it very funny for some reason 
and it kinda grew on us. | think SmackRats fits well, dont ya think? 


œ TNS) You went on a UK tour this summer. What kind of response did 
6 you get from around the UK and did you have a favourite city to 

Y play? 

D Edgar) Yeah the tour was crazy... Out of the 22 shows | would have 
X to say my favourite was probably Bognor-Regis. It looked to be a 
shambles then 40 people showed up and they were all enthusiastic 
5 andsupportive and got the CD's, the t-shirts... But then we also 
9 played with so many ace bands who were also really supportive, 
Q they were all my favourite in their own little way! High Wycombe was 
D wicked too. 
tà TNS) What can you say about the Manchester punk and ska scene? 


Do you think that compilations similar to this one can help make the bands more accessible? Do you 
guys have a favourite Manchester based punk/ska band right now? 

Edgar) | love Manchester. It's got something for everyone, all varieties of punk/ska etc. | just wish | could 
afford to come to more shows here and had more time to do so! Compilations are also brilliant; to me it 
just makes such a difference when there are people keen to push for bands within their scene. | honestly 
do believe comps make a huge difference. On the last tour we had a friend doing our merch and his 
own distro (hi Zak!) and he took a TNS selection and the old comps shifted. | even sales manned 
someone into getting one. Some people just want music! As for a favourite Manchester band... | like 


Experimental 


them all! 


TNS) What can we expect from AWAS in the near future? Any more tours/releases/big shows at all 
planned? 

Edgar) Well at the moment we are writing songs for the split which we record at the end of September 
at Ghost Town Recordings in Leeds. We've just got our new drummer Graham and he's a fine figure of a 
man. We're heading straight back into gigging come 8th October at Satan's Hollow (Manchester) with 
Random Hand, Chief & Nanas Revenge, hosted by Bomb Ibiza. There is talk of a few release ideas and 
just general heavy gigging, travelling... Basically what we were doing before but it's going to be twice as 


fun and thrice as fast! Check out our myspace at www.myspace.com/awaragainstsound 
Questions by Sam 
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Questions by Sam SENSE OF URGENCY 


Ding - SmackRats 


Kid Dynamite with ska from Stoke 
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Catchy ska from Scotland 


TNS) You're playing with the Mad Caddies soon. What are your expectations 
of that? 
Hostiles) We're absolutely over the moon to be playing with The Mad 


Caddies and we think that the show is going to absolutely rock the shit. 
Should be a nice crowd and hopefully it will run smoothly. 


TNS) You have played with some bigger bands such as Leftover Crack in 
your time. How do you find these higher profile slots compared to smaller 
local gigs? 

Hostiles) Not much different to be honest! You tend to find that it's the same 
kids going to those events so it just becomes another show ya know! Of 
course tho, you do find yourself going a little bit crazier to try and give your 
best performance. We got offered a slot with Leftover Crack again recently, 
but couldn't do it and | was fucking gutted. 


TNS) What have been your favourite gigs to date? 
Hostiles) Catch 22 and any of the SB6/JB Conspiracy shows and King Tuts 
gigs. 


TNS) You are eager to play outside of Scotland as much as possible. How 
important is it for you to tour and what difficulties have you found with 
getting yourselves further a field? 

Hostiles) We are touring as much as possible, widening our fan base being a 
major agenda. Time and money are really the only difficulties. 


TNS) You recorded your album fairly recently. What can people expect from 
the release, how can they get hold of it and are you pleased with the CD as 
a whole? 

Hostiles) A big blend of style and culture with some skanking and some 
anger in the mix. We've got a shit load of merch available at shows and on 
the myspace, including t-shirts, our new Album, and our old E.P's and you 
can now get the Aloum at the TNS Distro courtesy of our TNS breverend. 
Were all really happy with the release overall and we are just dying to get 
back in the studio 


TNS) I know two of you are originally from the US. How does music differ here 
and do you consider American ska punk to be a bigger influence on your 
sound than UK bands? 

TNS) The music here just has a totally different vibe to it (as you can 
imagine). The difference to me is like the standard definition of a blonde vs 
a brunette... the U.K being a brunette. | think you can learn loads from both 
of the U.S and U.K Ska scenes and that they are pretty equal on the 
influence levels but they are both very unique. 


TNS) What can we expect from the band in the coming year and what 
would you ultimately see as a success? 

Hostiles) We've got about an albums worth of new material that we are just 
waiting to unleash on the world, so hopefully you'll be seeing that. At the 
moment we are waitiing for our drummers hand to heal tho, so fuck knows 
what is going to happen. In the end we just want to see a nice progression 
to the big leagues, but fill then... FUCK ZACK EFFRON. PEACE. 

Cheers guys, appreciate it! 


TNS) Your album No Mans Land is great and we saw you play a show at this 
summer's Rebellion pre-show and loved the new tracks. Are there any plans to 
record again in the near future and what can we expect from the Autonomads in 
the next few months? 

Paul) We recorded the album last October so it was almost a year old when we 
released it. Since that we have written a few new songs and have plans to 
record in the next few months. We will be doing a split 7' with CROWZONE on 
S.C.R.A.P Records later on this year. We also have a cover of a Rudimentry Peni 
song which we will record and release on pumpkin records. Other than that it's 
more gigs and a lot more concentration on practice... summer has been fairly 
mad! 


TNS) A lot of your songs have politically fuelled lyrics and some reference animal 
rights and war amongst other issues. Is it important for you as d band to make an 
impact on people's opinions on these matters? What else do you stand for as a 
band? 

Paul) Those two things mentioned are things that we feel are important in our 
lives. It is never our intention to alienate anybody who does not feel the same 
way as US, it is more an attempt to create a field where we can share ideas. We 
don't want to change people's minds for the wrong reasons. If you feel it you feel 
it, if you don't you don't! If it comes from the right place it's always right. Trust! 

As for animal rights and war, they are 2 aspects of a system which we live in. They 
are linked in the fact that there is little regard for life in both issues. The reason 
that | feel these things are wrong is that capitalism is completely dishonest, the 
main motive, above anything, is profit. If this is the foundation that we work from 
how can we hope to live in a positive world? War is profitable, meat is profitable, 


itis profitable to have half the world starving. Identities are sold to us because we |i 


become so lost in all this turd... and life is something which happens in films. 
Bollocks! 


TNS) We heard you went down to London for the Fuk Reading festival, how was 
that and what kind of atmosphere did you feel against the mainstream clear 
channel festivals? 

Paul) Fuk Reading was good, its been going for a few years now. REKNAW 


SOUNDSYSTEM are committed to the D.I.Y and underground punk scene. They do : 


alot of benefit gigs, squat parties. | think Fuk Reading is a way of saying to the 
commercial festivals, "You're having your fun, welll have ours!” It's also a kind of 
subvertising | guess, using "Reading" to mean something different. Plus it was only 
8 quid a day for about 50 bands compared with 200 quid! We played 2 festivals 
that weekend, the other was Shambala. Again, no corporate sponsors, zero 
advertising, zero police presence and there were 7000 people there! 


TNS) Finally, do you feel that it is important for UK underground punk and ska 
labels to continue to be supported and do you think that ideas such as the 
compilations and fanzines work to create a more accessible scene? 

Paul) Definitely. The same as a split release - it allows bands to cover more 
ground. For example, if one band sells a compilation/split at a gig then it gives 
that person a chance to listen to a load of other bands. The desired effect would 
be that those people come out and watch the other bands next time! It unites 


and creates a scene and DIY bands are completely dependent on zines, word of | 


mouth and mutual promotion. TNS have just released a double CD with loads of 
bands of which will spread far and wide, Pumpkin records have also done the 
same! 


Questions by Sam 
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TNSradio 


Myself and Tim Bevbevington have just recorded the latest TNS podcast 
(which can be subscribed to on podcostalley and itunes - links at 

www insrecords.co.uk). 

It's a bit of a compilation special, but we also do a short focus on the 
Revenge of... album and some other stuff. It should be online by the time 
this fanzine goes to print. 


Here is the track listing: 

The Stupids - Middle Aged Punk 

SmackRats - Dead Men Don't Act Like Cunts 

The Arteries - Steal Something 

The Steal - Got Ideas 

Random Hand - |, Human 

Babylon Whackers — Rudeboy 

Autonomads — Supermarket Sweep 

A War Against Sound — The Premature Chokehold 
Rising Strike - Force of Habit, Habit of Force 

Just Add Monsters — Discontent 

Sounds of Swami - Bandwagon Hi-Jack 

Cartoon Violence - Kite 

Bootscraper - There Will Be Blood 

Revenge of the Psychotronic Man — Tramp Rape 
Revenge of the Psychotronic Man — Needles to Say 
Revenge of the Psychotronic Man — Blackpool ROCK 
Gizmo - Oi 

McGraw - The Blues 


Some other podcasts/radio shows we recommend checking out include: 
Punk and Disorderly on Phoenix fm, Mish Mash Mosh, Pressure Drop 
Soundcast, the Punk Rock Demonstration and Punky! Radio. 


IGNITION FESTIVAL 


Over the bank holiday weekend ourselves, Bomb Ibiza and Slit Records 
combined forces to put on Ignition Festival at the Retro Bar, Manchester. 
The ethos of the festival was to provide a dirt cheap alternative to the 
overpriced cash generator that is the Carling weekend (and at ten pound 
for a weekend ticket | think we achieved that), but also to put on a line Up 
that would encourage people to check out some new bands, to work 
together as a group of promoters and finally, and probably most 
importantly, to have a good old fashioned piss up. It’s the second year 
we've done this festival and again attendances were good and again it 
was a pleasure to be involved with. 

I'd like to thank all the bands who played and everyone who came down. 
We do still have some Ignition t-shirts left so get in touch if you want one and 
also, just to let you know we'll be putting on a New Years Eve Ignition for the 
second year so come down, last year was a belter. 


Ignition ‘09 photos by Will Garland: 
Top left: Sense of Urgency, Top right: Rasta 4Eyes, 
Left: Los Salvadores, Bottom: Revenge of... 
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How to be a Band, Part 2 


By Em from Bomb Ibiza Promotions 


After the success of not having my house burnt down after HTBAB # 1 (in which | made some "helpful" 
suggestions about how to behave at gigs), TNS have very kindly agreed to a follow up. 


I shall begin with my usual pre-amble that this is not intended to be patronising and that hopefully it will merely 
make people think about some of the other non-musical factors that can, in my experience, contribute to a 
band’s success (that being said, | can't claim much triumph on the back of HTBAB # 1 — at almost our very next 
gig, a band turned up > 3hrs late with no bass guitar or drum sticks!!). 


Musical satisfaction aside, from speaking to bands it's clear that (other than world domination) getting / playing 
good gigs and selling records are the typical primary priorities. On that basis, this article is about the importance 
and nature of self-promotion. I'm very neurotic and organised, so | appreciate that it's easy for me to suggest 
things that fit that pattern (well HELLO bullet point format), but hopefully at least some of these points are food 
for thought. 

1) Strategy: A common feature of emerging bands in the UK appears to be a quite erratic approach to self- 
promotion. | often see fits and starts of advertising and enthusiasm which can, at times, not be particularly 
cohesive & have a tendency to fizzle out. As a promoter, it's clear to me that what!l do wouldn't work if | wasn't 
strategic. What am I trying to achieve? What are the key decisions and how do I prioritise and approach them? 
It's easy to get carried away with yourself and burn out / make mistakes, and'this isthe same challenge faced 
by bands. STOP. THINK. Make a plan about what you want, what you need to do and how you are going to go 
about it. 

2) Responsibility: Once you have a strategy, it is essential that everyone in the band buys into it. Cohesion and 
understanding each others priorities is an enormous part of everything you do, so take time to reflect on each 
others strengths & weaknesses. Make sure that the tasks you have decided need doing are allocated to those 
with the most time / attention / skill set to do them. There is nothing worse than missing a great gig because 
someone didn't check the myspace. Or.net-having your cds pressed in time for the launch gig because 
someone didn't arrange the artwork in time. 

3) Recording: A topic in itself this one! I'll keep it short for the purposes of this article, but for me this is the one 
point that links massively back to strategy. As an unsigned UK band, the key message from me as a promoter is 
quality not quantity. You'll always do a lot better out of recording two great tracks in a proper studio than a 
crappy full-length in a bedroom. There are enough other bands out there that you usually only have one shot to 
get the attention of a promoter / booking agent / label - or most importantly — fan. Whilst | understand the 
desire to get (what you believe are) great songs committed to record, you woh't do yourself any favours if you 
don't do it properly. And in the context of the stage you are at. Don't bother spending hundreds (or thousands!) 
of pounds recording and releasing something if you don't have a fanbase to sell it to. Strategy! 

4) Branding: | won't pass comment on the sensibility of certain band names (particularly writing for this zine!), but 
would simply like to stress the importance of having a clear brand that fits with what'you do and how you do it. 
Be coherent, get a decent logo, decent artwork & decent photos etc, but most importantly make sure this all 
fits together & is replicated properly across all your chosen forms of advertising. Be memorable, and give people 
a reason to give you a chance. 

5) Contacting promoters: Get the first four points right and you will be in the right place to do this successfully. 
But don't fall into the trap of just blindly emailing your myspace address to anyone you can find. Believe me, 
promoters (and especially good ones) get far too much of this. Be prepared for the cost of a proper press pack 
and get it out to the right people. Two or three tracks will do, and a-covering memo that isn't War & Peace but 
explains what you do, what you want and how you are contactable. Finally, don't be tricked into playing for 
anyone who won't pay you - ten or twenty quid towards fuel should be the bare minimum for any band. If they 
won't commit to that, then it means they don't expect any punters (or are trying to scam you). Which is hardly 
worth your while. 

6) Merch: At ground roots level merch is not about making money. It is free advertising and brand awareness. 
Do it as early as you can. Use someone decent like Phantom Screenprint or Awesome Badges. And whatever 
you do, DON'T print too many T's in XL or YS — these people do not exist!! 

7) Network: It's at this point of writing that I usually run out of any eloquence I started out with. But this, for me, is 
the point which draws everything together. Get out there. Meet people. Use the people who like you + make 
sure they know when your next show is and make sure they are aware quite how grateful you are for their 
support. Meet other bands. Take the time to share experiences and the contacts who have worked well for you 
(and those who haven't). 


It's a hard message and a broken record, but damn it's a tough industry out there, and it's very rare that 
anyone will ever do you any favours. Do yourself some by getting the basics right and you'll have a fighting 
chance. It doesn't take much thought to work out that everything I’ve written here I've learnt from those who 
l've seen succeed. 

19 


20 


The Autonomads - No Man's Land (Anti-Koeper/Pumpkin/Punks with Dubs) 

If you have already got hold of the new TNS compilation you'll know that we are fans of this band 
already and have their track 'Supermarket Sweep' on that release. We also had them on at the 
January TNS and both live and on this debut album, it is easy to see why they are building quite a 
following. The band plays a blend of politically charged punk, dub and ska, which is comparable to 
the likes of Citizen Fish or Inner Terrestrials. However, the nine tracks on this album have quite a bit of 
variety and they certainly have their own sound, with 3 way vocals providing diversity to the songs. 
The lyrics show a real political conscience tackling subjects such as animal rights, the police and 
much more and the content of the songs is backed up by some interesting links in the artwork where 
people can find more information about the topics discussed. The CD is also packaged with a hand 
made bag, which is a nice touch. Musically, | think my personal favourite was the fast paced G.M.P, 
but the standard is high throughout. I think this band could have a very exciting future and I 
thoroughly recommend seeing them live. It's nice to see a band who are so passionate about their 
content and who have something interesting to say. A very good debut album from a very good 
band. 

Andy 


Anti Clockwise - Let's Face It - Stranded Records 2009 

This is a 3-studio track 5-live track slab of speedy old school (French? They do sort of shout ‘MERCI!’ 
after songs) punk rock, with both a UK82 and US Hardcore influence. The first three tracks are well- 
produced, punchy numbers reminiscent of The Varukers or Deathzone, the vocals are growled rather 
han screamed with strong backing lines, and the drums are tight, matching the big guitar sound. The 
ive tracks are surprisingly well recorded, and clearly mastered to a high standard. The vocals live 
ake on a raw, scrappy Ratos De Porao edge, and the tracks while not wildly different are more evil- 
sounding as their live energy carrys over- | would certainly have a look out on the strength of this. 
Stand out tracks for me would be 'Emergency', ‘Just Do What You Want and 'Stay To-Fuckin-Gether’, 
while 'Beer Beer Beer lets the side down a bit in a plodding crap-oi style. This aside, the rest of the CD 
is nothing that hasn't been done before, but its done well and | would recommend it for fans of Sick 
on the Bus, Discharge etc. All in all a bargain of a package from Stranded Records, check this and 
heir others out at www.strandédrecords-scotland.co.uk 

Matt Woods 


The Bakesy's - Return To The Planet Of The Bakesys! (Do the Dog) 

This upbeat live album from The Bakesy’s is a real treat. I'd never heard them before I played this CD 
but they have captured my imagination instantly. The first track Piddler's Song is a great introduction. 
It's danceable and easy to listen to and the lyrics remind me of a slightly up-tempo Billy Bragg song. 
As well as the wide spectrum of fast to slow ska punk tracks there are also a few instrumental tracks. 
Liquidator and Manic Days are simple but well structured power pop snippets between the more 
eclectic songs such as Sex Freaks which is fast and almost shouty and Revolution which has an 
atmospheric intro and is quite possibly my favourite song from the whole album. This was all recorded 
live and listening now I find that very impressive. Final song Looking For Love is flawless and full of 
energy. 

Sam 


Biffy Clyro - That Golden Rule (Floor Records) 
Stonking bass-lines, the loose, grizzly and slightly paranoid vocal push of Simon Neil shakes you to the 
spot with the first few notes of tetchily delving single, ' That Golden Rule'. Then the realization of the 
continuing freshness of these rustic, searching Scotch rockers kicks in swiftly. Before the vocals take on 
a more lucid toe and the instrumental grip loosens, exposing feelings of frailty and desperation in 
love; 
“IIll want to scream, one last death maybe? 

Ill am looking for a reason to secure a forward motion... 

Secrets are the truth, they are the truth. ” 
A slightly symphonic, rustling percussion led outro builds up briskly in profile allowing for an 
adventurous end, whilst ‘the song still remains grounded on an old fashioned rock footing. Biffy Clyro 
continue to be a. breath of fresh air in the domain of British rock. 
David Adair 


Dik Guru / None Of You Fuckin' Business - Get Pissed Or Die Tryin' - Winston Records 2009 
This is a monster split on Winston Records from Birmingham's resident folk-punk miserable fucker Dik 


Guru, and Nuneaton smut-merchants None of Your Fucking Business, featuring 12 tracks from each so 
get comfy. 

First up is Dik Guru with his second release that I'm aware of, | must say this does fall into the ‘things that I 
think are mint' category. A nice little folky-punk backing to stories about people he doesn't like, a rather 
horny bull named Persil, several ‘Allo ‘Allo style impressions and a fucking twatload of swearing combine 
into a lovely release which would stand up on its own really. 

He is a cracking storyteller with a wierdly melodic overtly-Brummy voice and he and multi-instrumentalist 
Johnny Mak combine guitar, tenor banjo, mandolin and drums without over-egging the pudding, which 
is just as well as the main attraction is the lyrics. The production is sparse but effective, the vocals carry 
through well and nothing gets too lot in the mix. | wouldn't want to spoil the lyrics really, but some stand 
out lines do include 'Hung like an elephants face' and 'Sits on his arse eating turkey twizzlers/Only goes 
when he's runs out of rizlas'- you should check this man if you enjoy Billy Bragg, Paul Carter, Curtis Eller, or 
any other sort of folky stuff. Also if you like things that are piss funny. 

'Piss funny' i$ a pretty decent description of this next lot. None Of Your Fucking Business certainly give Dik 
Guru a run for his money in regional-accented swearing and knob gags, but this time the backing track 
is a blazing, beer-soaked but bloody melodic punk racket which basically sounds like the Macc Lads if 
they listened to Lagwagon as youths. There are terrace-chants and gang-shouts a-plenty, and you can 
smell the beer all over them. 

They have a take on ‘Doe Ray Me’, a skit of ‘Football Crazy’ entitled ‘Prozzy Crazy’, the frankly 
menacing ‘| Saw Your Dad in.a Porno’ and my personal favourite ‘My Mum's Tits Are Bigger Than Yours’. 
Again the production is good, the vocals clear, and again there is alot of amusing lyrics, despite 
sounding pretty much fuck-all like Dik Guru these two halves come together in d sweary, beery mess with 
a wet roll-up stuck out its nose and two scabby fingers right up. For fans of Hard Skin, 3CR, The Dead Pets 
or Dogsflesh this has got to be worth a punt, it begs to be bellowed along to whilst you spill your pint 
because you are jumping about like a dick with other fat men. Like me. 

Basically for a fiver (I think? | was wankered when | bought this, | won't lie) this is 24 tracks of drinking 
music. I personally find it quite nice to put the first half on to get ready to go out (sit on sofa, drink many 
cans) and Dik Guru on when | get in (more cans, dribbling). It's fucking ace, and you should buy it and 
others from the fine chaps at Winston Records, ‘AVE IT! www.myspace.com/winstonrecordsltd 

Matt Woods 


Rancid - The Last One To Die (Hellcat Records) 

'We got it right you got it wrong, we're still around.’ à 

There are several ways to interpret this vitriolic statement spewed out from a. funk/punk base by the 
evergreen Tim Armstrong through ‘Last One To Die', a critic bating titbit from the lead single ahead of 
Rancia’s Ist studio album in six years, ‘Let The Dominoes Fall’. Doubters will question the importance 
attached to the above boast, arguing that Rancid's impact on the punk/alternative scene has not 
been significant enough for the impartial observers to notice whether they're still here or not. 

However, this rugged, rhythmically defiant stomp will have their growing fan-base stroking their pictures 
of Tim Armstrong saying; “welcome back, Armie my superhero". There is enough bolshie, well timed gnarl 
as well as oodles of self confidence/arrogance. Sham 69 veined backing gives a reminder of the united 
front that is Rancid and, it's.a reminder that you either love ‘em or couldn't give a Brodie Dalle about 
'em. Whatever side of the fence you find yourself on, this single will surely re-enforce your already held 
opinion and your conviction in it. 

Dave Adair 


Rebelation - The Berlin Session (Do the Dog) 

Rebelation are back again on Do the Dog records with a fantastic new release. The Berlin Session 
incorporates chilled out memorable tunes with politically fuelled yet mellow lyrics. It's a five track winner 
from a band that never fail to impress me with quality both recorded and when | have seen them live. 
You Will Know is catchy and is almost ska/pop in parts. Many of the tracks use soulful and funky 
undertones to give a hint of excitement, but the whole CD is chilled out enough for a lazy weekend. 
Ruby T's lyrics in Sick.of Waiting are spot on. It's a voice that fits well enough into the slow pace of the 
music, yet it's also crisp enough to set her apart from many other vocalists in the genre. The Berlin 
Session really is just fantastic. Five tracks doesn't.seem a lot; and whenrit's all overl'm longing for 
another few tunes, but quality is obviously a priority with Rebelation. Regardless this could never 
disappoint. 

Sam 
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Resolution 242 Album (Do the dog) 

Resolution 242 don't claim to know the solution to the world's political and economic problems but they 
have a good time singing about them. All 8 tracks of their new album are focused on world issues such 
as war, crime, The IMF and Gaza. The first track, Bullets in the Ground is ridiculously addictive. | imagine 
that this would be even better live with a good sing along chorus. I.M.F, as politically angry as it is, is also 
a sombre acoustic affair with folky punk and great harmonica riffs. It also approaches a contemporary 
issue - a view point to definitely get you thinking. The Solution tops the albums sound off nicely. Another 
acoustic song with great female backing vocals to compliment the almost rapping, steady paced lyrics. 
It's a great album - It isn't a feel-good, getting ready to go out or optimistic album, but more of a 
‘something to think about and some very nice harmonies along the way’ kind of job. Allin all it's a great 
introduction to this up and coming band on Do the Dog records. 

Sam 


The Two Man Gentleman Band - Drip Dryin’ With The... - Serious Business Records 2008 

Here we have a magnificent example of well-planned, well-played whimsy presented as a sort of 
busking, street corner Americana with a really daft feel to it that endears it to me. Whilst not in any way 
a punk rock album, this has a mischievous anti-establisnment-in-a-very-silly-way (like wearing a 
provocative hat sort of thing) feel to it, and anyone who has ever had a hankering for Flogging Molly or 
Neck or any of that shite would be better off listening to this. It is absolutely, objectively better than any 
of it. 

Songs about beer (Fancy Beer), 


eating rabbits (Rabbit Foot 78 SACKVILLE 

Stomp), shagging in cars (Into My STREET 

Minivan) and more beer (Sloppy MANCHESTER 

Drunk) played as a bouncing blur MI TU 
BASEMENT CLUB 


of banjo, bass and dual-vocal/ 
kazoo action, this veers from the 


sideshow shuffle of Drip Dryin' to LE AN D CLUBNIGHT VENLE 
the frantic flurry of Fancy Beer * MUSIC * 
effortlessly, these guys have HOME TO SOME OF MANCHESTER'S FINEST DIY 


clearly got their shit down, if | may 

be ever-so frank. Occasional PROMOTERS SPECIAUSNG N NDE, ROCK. PUNK, 
bursts of stand up drums and SKA, METAL, AMBENCE, EXPERIMENTAL, ROCKABLLY 
squealing violin augment it nicely, HARDCORE. POP. NEW WAME 


e REFUSE TO 
up the LOSE! > 
racket 


before the record comes to a 
close with a riotous rock'n'roll 
take on the title track with honky, 
Stooges-esque lead breaks and 
clearly hammered people 
shouting in Noo Yawk accents. 
You really couldn't make this shit 
up. New York just seems to breed 


artists, like this lot, Curtis Eller and 
The Slackers, who just rule. Its 
sometimes easy to see the craft in 


something, the hours spent 

learning and fucking about, 
being shit at your instrument, 
unable to even muster Smoke on te 


the Water from your feeble, 
useless fingers. But these cunts 
make it look like a piece of piss, 
and they do with STYLE. For this, | 
wholeheartedly salute them. 
Check that shit at 
www.thetwogentlemen.com 


(which is not what I thought it 
may be, thankfully) FOR USTINGS AND TO ENQURE ABOUT VENUE. HIRE 
Matt Woods MYSPACE.COM/RETROBAR 
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SHE BOKESYS 


THE DAMESYS - RETURN TO THE PLANET OF THE STEADY BOYS - ROOTS 


THE BAKES YS Kick ans old schoo! Class-styte peris cock & punky 
aperti live altem tram 1990's UR tha ourin. Srarmang edged tka & reggae. Driving in-yor-face tunes with 
fusien ef kick mus 1 tene sha, pewerpep & regguet great vhowt -a-long choruses! 
47.08 post paid €7 40 pest paid 


CAPTAIN BLACE NO STARS P RASTAYEYES 


a vh 


CAPTAIN BLACK MO STARS Va, RASTAAM YES RESOLUTION dat - SELF TITiED 
+ ROSI SOUNDS OF THE ROOM & BUTT Scorching debut album of ant 
Supert spin COM Killer heytaard Miren diy reggae from evtabiniment protest vong Thought 
Marteth meets fast & irast bouncy 2 tans trom Wigare provoking & roviimg pui, edged 
47.08 posi pare reggae, dub & acouata fot utytrgat 


4? 06 post paid 


COMING SOON! REBELATION, DREWVIS, 
JIMMY THE SQUIRREL & MICK CLARE CD'S! 


GO TO WWW.DOTHEOG.COM & MYSPACE.COM/DOTHEDOGMUSIC FOR INFO ON ALL OUR RELEASES! 


DO THE DOG MUSIC - 65 BLACKDOWN WAY - THATCHAM - BERKSHIRE - RGI9 3FY - ENGLAND 
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TNS LIVE 


Sunday éh September - Horton the Shadowcops 


For Dos The Hope n! Summer 
£4 - Retro Bar. Manchester - 63001 


Tuesday 15M September Mustord Ciy Rockers 


n Ivy. Mr international and the Getaway Gang 


C mil 
> 


x 


£3 - Retro Bor, Manchester - 7300m 


The Fre 


The Kork 


nu nns 


Saturday 26th September TNS vol.2 Compliation launch gg 


È a of the Psychotronic Nor 
The Kirkz. Sounas ot Swami and more is 


Sunday 4th Oc 


Global Porase, Pens Goes Where. A Vizio 


£4 - Retro Bor, Manchester - 530pm 


Sunday 1st November - The Terrors. Rising Strike Tbe 


12 bands including: Hanan $ma 


ekRats 


2 Sick Monkeys 


Aces, The Nova Fives. Joey Torr tying. Jockie O 


£4 - Retro Bor, Monchester - 60M 


Sunday 4th December - Cotch t Kebabs. Natur 


john Player Specols 


A War Against Sc und, Senso of Urgency 
j ) 


£4 - Retro Bar, manchester - &3opm 


www Insrecordis.co.uk 
NS 3$ 


00% non-prof! ond Dir 
people gel involved. We genuine 
> Ane 


insrecordsuk@hotmali.co.vk with any feedbac 


A 
WO nee DE 
weed your suoport to continue whol we 


oor ecsale 
ocrecsole your interes! 


' ideas 


jte for into) 


i5 - Al the Oxford (Oxtord food) Manchester 


Ipm 


Dongerous 


gi Rhythm Sana 


ond tee 


Cheers 


e 


to 


Our very own 


podcast fe 
INS band 


atunng 


sand a 


whole hos! pf other 


bands (both 


ggnec 


and unsigned) and 


hilarious | 


pre 


honest} 
genters. 


FANZINE 


A quarterly FREE 


paper 


fanzine featuring news 
reviews interviews and 


genera! nonsense. 
You can also download 


it on our site. 


Buy all of o 
abel's releases 
and more online 


from our webstor 
All c ds/vinyls a 


ur 


£5 or less 


jo and love ift when 


Give us an emai ot 


»het 


